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 Baroness Buscombe
Chairman

 Eve Salomon
Chairman, RICS Regulatory 

Board; Chair, Internet Watch 

Foundation; Commissioner, 

Gambling Commission

Simon Reynolds 
Editorial Director, 

Lancashire Evening Post 

& Wigan Evening Post

 Simon Sapper
Assistant Secretary, 

Communication Workers’ Union

 John Home Robertson 
Former MP and MSP

Professor Ian Walden 
Professor of Information and 

Communications Law, Queen 

Mary, University of London

 Matti Alderson 
Chairman, Direct Marketing 

Commission; Removals 

Ombudsman

 Ian MacGregor
Editor, The Sunday Telegraph

 Esther Roberton
Director (non-Executive), 

Scottish Council for 

Development and Industry

There are 10 public members, including the Chairman, who have 
no connection to the industry. Following open advertisement 
and interview, they are appointed by the Appointments 
Commission (which itself has a majority of lay members).

Cases brought before the Commission are discussed at 
length and different Commissioners put forward their own 
understanding and opinion. Rulings are reached by 
consensus following discussion. 

The Commission

All Commissioners bring their own personal 
expertise to the PCC, coming from different 
backgrounds and with different experiences.

The editors – brought in to provide industry knowledge and 
the weight of peer judgement – are in the minority to ensure 
the independence of the PCC. Following nomination by 
one of the industry trade bodies, the editorial members of 
the Commission are also appointed by the Appointments 
Commission.
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The PCC now publishes the minutes 
of its meetings so as to be more 
open about its processes. It also 
has an online register of interests.

John McLellan 
Editor, The Scotsman

 The Rt Rev John Waine
Member of the Foundation, 

University of Essex

Julie Spence OBE QPM 
Chief Constable of 

Cambridgeshire Constabulary

 Ian Nichol
Accountant; Member of Criminal 

Cases Review Commission

 Tina Weaver
Editor, Sunday Mirror

 Peter Wright
Editor, The Mail on Sunday

 Anthony Longden 
Managing Editor, North & 

East London Newsquest

 Lindsay Nicholson 
Editorial Director, 

Good Housekeeping

Two distinguished senior fi gures left the PCC 
in 2009. Sir Christopher Meyer completed his 
tenure in March after having served for 6 years 
as Chairman and Tim Toulmin stepped aside 
as Director in late December after 10 years 
with the PCC. We would like to take this 
opportunity to thank them both for their 
dedicated service.

The following people also served on the 
Commission during the course of the 
year. We are very grateful to them all:

•  Spencer Feeney 
(editorial member, until April)

•  Colleen Harris 
(public member, until July)

•  Vivien Hepworth 
(public member, until September)

•  Simon Irwin 
(editorial member, until March)

In 2009, the members of the Appointments 
Commission were: 

•  The Chairman of the PCC (until April, 
Sir Christopher Meyer and Baroness 
Buscombe thereafter); 

•  Guy Black, The Chairman of the 
Press Standards Board of Finance 
(until September, Tim Bowdler CBE 
and Guy Black thereafter);

•  Andrew Phillips OBE (Lord Phillips 
of Sudbury); 

•  Lord Evans of Temple Guiting CBE; and 

•  Dr Elizabeth Vallance (Lady Vallance 
of Tummel).

There is more information about 
the Appointments Commission at: 
www.pcc.org.uk/whoswho.




